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accuracy

the successful pronunciation of words encountered in print; sometimes contrasted with speed

affix

a prefix or suffix

anime [an-uh-MAY]
animation, esp. computer generated; a Japanese term ironically borrowed from English and then borrowed back (cf. graphic novel, manga)

assessment-driven instruction

instruction that is planned on the basis of screening and diagnostic testing designed to reveal a child’s specific needs; such assessments are subsequently repeated and modified as instruction proceeds

automaticity

the point at which word identification is so rapid it requires no conscious attention 

basal reader

a textbook designed to improve reading ability; contains selections at roughly the same level of readability (cf. core program)

basal reading series

an organized series of materials, including leveled readers, workbooks, etc.; the rational is that children should be placed in the series at an appropriate point and then allowed to move through the remaining levels (cf. core program)

big book

an oversized book used to model the reading process, to teach conventions of print, and to conduct decoding instruction on a teachable-moment basis

blend

See consonant blend
blending

pronouncing a word by pronouncing each phoneme in sequence

breve

a bowl-shaped diacritical mark denoting a short vowel sound

clustered grouping

an approach to controlling (without eliminating) the heterogeneity of a classroom by assigning a limited number of “clusters” to a homeroom ​– for example, a classroom might have several gifted students and several learning disabled students in addition to average students; this system of assigning children to rooms is intended to make group formation more manageable than random placement and also to avoid the pitfalls of tracking

compound word

a word consisting of two or more root words that have not been altered in forming the compound (examples: farmhand, gingerbread); some linguists consider certain physically divided words, like high school, to be compounds, but this is not an important distinction in reading instruction since the white space allows each part to be identified separately; in compound words written as a single word, children must learn to recognize the components

comprehension

“the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with written language” (RAND Reading Study Group, 2002, p. xiii)

comprehension monitoring

continuously checking one's own understanding during reading; a form of metacognition

comprehension strategy

any of several techniques employed by proficient readers to ensure adequate comprehension; such strategies include activating prior knowledge, setting specific purposes for reading, predicting, summarizing, visualizing, and employing “fix-up” techniques like rereading 

connotation

an association elicited by a word, but not connected with its definition (example: Las Vegas connotes gambling) (cf. denotation)

consolidated alphabetic phase

the fourth and final phase of the decoding stage of reading development; during this phase, children can apply extensive knowledge of the alphabetic principle, including knowledge of spelling patterns, to pronounce most novel words (cf. prealphabetic phase, partial alphabetic phase, full alphabetic phase)

consonant blend

two or more consonants appearing together in a word and representing the sound of each

individual consonant (examples: bl in blend, and nd in blend)

consonant cluster

two or more consonants appearing together in a word

consonant digraph

two consonants appearing together in a word and representing a sound not associated with either consonant individually (examples: sh, ch, th, ph, ng)

content literacy

the ability to use reading and writing for the acquisition of new content in a given discipline

context clue

any clue about the meaning of a word derived from the surrounding words or pictures

contraction

a combination of two or more words, written as a single word, with omitted letters

represented by apostrophes (examples: can not = can't, I am = I'm)

control group

in experimental and quasiexperimental research, a group of individuals against whom the effects of an educational treatment, technique, or intervention are gauged; control group members usually receive instruction that is considered conventional in nature (see experimental research)
core instructional materials

the main commercial reading program (usually a basal series) used in an elementary

school; the core program may be supplemented by additional programs, trade books, etc.

corrective reader

historically, a reader experiencing difficulties not severe enough to warrant placement outside the regular classroom (no longer in common use)

critical level

that level of reading comprehension at which evaluative judgments are formed

curriculum map

a system that places key objectives and standards in a logical sequence and relates them to instructional activities that are designed to help children attain them; recommended assessments are sometimes included

curriculum-based assessment

an approach to assessment that uses children’s performance with curricular materials to make judgments about instructional growth and needs (e.g., a basal passage might be used to assess oral reading fluency)

decodable book

a book consisting solely of words that are regular in terms of letter-sound relationships;

exceptions (e.g., of, who) are excluded

decoding

analyzing an unfamiliar word in order to arrive at its pronunciation

decoding by analogy

determining the pronunciation of a word encountered in print by comparing it with one or more words already familiar to the reader (e.g., to pronounce the nonsense word zum, a proficient reader might relate it to the word gum rather than attempt to blend the individual phonemes); for multisyllabic words, the process is more complex and may involve two or more known words (e.g., the word bandiferous might be likened to band, different, and generous)

deficit model

an approach to identifying learning disabled children by judging whether a substantial gap exists between achievement and some measure of cognitive capacity, usually intelligence (cf. response to intervention)

denotation

the dictionary definition of a word (cf. connotation)

derivative

a word formed by adding one or more affixes to another word (excluding inflectional

endings) (cf. variant)

developmental reader

traditional term for a child who is making normal progress (or better) in learning to read

diacritical mark

a nonalphabetic symbol used to denote the pronunciation of a word; appears in dictionary entries (see macron, breve)

diagnostic assessment

a test that is typically administered to identify specific instructional needs after a screening assessment has indicated a general weakness in a given area (e.g., a phonics screening test might be followed by a phonics inventory to identify specific skill deficits)

diphthong

a combination of two vowels in which the sound of the first glides seamlessly into the

second (example: oi in oil, ou in our) 

direct explanation

teaching that focuses specifically on a skill or strategy in such a way that it is presented (explained), its use is modeled, and its application by the child is monitored and assisted until it can be applied independently; direct explanation can be contrasted with incidental instruction, which is not systematic and the focus of which does not center on the skill or strategy; also called direct instruction or explicit instruction

direct instruction

See direct explanation
Directed Reading Activity (DRA)

a guided reading approach, the steps of which include (1) building background, (2) setting purposes, (3) reading, (4) discussion, and (5) skill development

Directed Reading-Thinking Activity (DR-TA)

a guided reading approach similar to the DRA except that purpose setting consists of

students' predictions about what will happen or how the facts will turn out

Drop Everything and Read (DEAR)

a variation of sustained silent reading; designed to give additional practice in reading and to promote recreational reading

emergent literacy

the period during which literate behaviors are observed to grow, before actual reading

development begins; these behaviors include print awareness, alphabet recognition,

phonological awareness, oral language development, and others; unlike reading readiness, this concept does not assume a magic moment at which reading instruction should begin; rather, it assumes a gradual growth toward literacy 

every-pupil response

a monitoring technique in which all students demonstrate their understanding simultaneously, by hand signals, choral responses, etc.

experimental research

any investigation that compares two conditions (e.g., two instructional approaches) by analyzing pre- and postassessments after controlling for potentially contributing factors; for example, an experiment to determine the effectiveness of Technique A might involve two groups of children, one receiving Treatment A and the other Treatment B; because success might be expected to relate to factors other than the instructional method, the children’s reading ability, cultural background, gender, and other factors might be  accounted for statistically (see control group)

explicit instruction

See direct explanation

expository text

a form of nonfiction that is not organized chronologically but is structured instead according to subtopics, arguments, etc.
false negative

a test result indicating that a child possesses a skill or proficiency when in fact there is a deficit

false positive

a test result indicating that a child lacks a skill or proficiency when in fact it has been attained

fiction

collectively, any of several prose genres (e.g., novel, short story) representing imaginary events and characters, though real events and characters may be incorporated as well

finger-point reading

a form of oral reading in which the child points to each word as s/he reads it aloud; such pointing can provide information about whether the child is adequately tracking and is recognizing printed word boundaries

fluency

the developmental stage at which word recognition is quick and phrasing is adult-like; this stage is thought to lie between the stage during which a child learns to decode and the stage at which the child can effectively learn from printed sources; note that this term is sometimes extended to any set of skills that a child can apply automatically, such as letter naming fluency or phoneme segmentation fluency

frustration level

the lowest readability level at which comprehension is poor even when instructional

support is available; sometimes defined in terms of actual emotional frustration

full alphabetic phase

the third phase of the decoding stage of reading development; during this phase, children are able to use letter-sound knowledge to blend the phonemes of a printed word in order to approximate its pronunciation, but advanced spelling problems still present problems (cf. prealphabetic phase, partial alphabetic phase, consolidated alphabetic phase)

genre

an established form of writing with agreed-upon conventions (examples: novel, short

story, lyric poem, limerick, news story, essay)

grapheme

a letter or letter combination representing a single phoneme (example: f and ph are graphemes that represent the phoneme /f/)

graphic novel
a novel-length narrative illustrated like a comic book (cf. manga, anime)

graphic organizer

a diagram showing how key terms are related (examples: time lines, Venn diagrams, tree

diagrams, sociograms, labeled pictures); some definitions include charts

high-frequency word
a word that occurs so often in text that readers must be able to pronounce it automatically in order to achieve fluency; examples include function words (prepositions, conjunctions, and like) but also many content words, such colors, animals, days of the week, etc. (cf. sight word)

high/low book

a book with a readability level that is substantially below the grade level of students likely to find it interesting; useful for motivating older struggling readers

homograph

a word with the same spelling as another but with a different meaning or pronunciation

(example: read with a long e and read with a short e)

homophone

a word with the same pronunciation as another but with a different meaning and spelling

(examples: boar and bore, there and their, to and too)

homonym

either a homograph or a homophone; this term is therefore broader

hypermedia

a hypertext system in which some components are nontextual, such as graphics, animations, audio, and movie clips; the internet is the world’s largest hypermedia system (cf. hypertext)

hypertext

in terms of how computers represent text and graphics, a digital network consisting of units of information linked in some nontraditional or nonsequential manner (see hypermedia)

independent level

the highest readability level at which comprehension is good, even when instructional

support is unavailable; books at the independent level tend to make good library books and good choices for SSR and DEAR

inferential level

that level of reading comprehension at which explicitly stated facts are used to draw

conclusions about facts that are not explicitly stated (reading between the lines)

inference

a logical conclusion arrived at on the basis of stated facts and/or facts known to the reader

prior to reading; inferences can be certain or merely probable, depending on the available

facts; "a statement about the unknown made on the basis of the known" (S.I. Hayakawa)

inflectional ending

any one of a limited set of suffixes that change a word in a minor way, such as number or

tense; these endings include -s, -es, -d, -ed, and -ing
informal assessments

tests that have few specific requirements as to how they are administered and scored, leaving much to the discretion of the teacher; such tests are never interpreted through the use of norms since the conditions under which they are given can vary considerably

informal reading inventory (IRI)

an assessment instrument consisting primarily of a set of graded word lists and a sequence of passages of known readability; by asking a child to read several of the passages, the child's instructional reading level can be estimated on the basis of word recognition errors and comprehension performance

instructional level

the highest readability level at which a child can read with good comprehension as long as instructional support is available; textbooks are best when they are at the instructional level

integrated learning system (ILS)

a complex computerized system of reading instruction in which a child's progress through

a curriculum is monitored and activities are prescribed and presented accordingly

invented spelling

spelling that reflects a child's knowledge of letter-sound relationships, through the errors it contains; considered by some to be a good way to allow children to explore phonics, though educators debate the proper transition into correct spelling; sometimes called inventive speling

Joplin Plan

a method of grouping students whereby those of similar reading ability report to the same

room for reading, even if it involves regrouping with students at adjacent grade levels; at other times during the day they are heterogeneously grouped; named for its origin in Joplin, Missouri

KWL

a comprehension technique for nonfiction in which (1) the teacher leads a brainstorming

session and records students' associations with a topic to determine what they already

Know, (2) the students identify facts they Want to learn from the reading, and (3) the

postreading discussion is aimed at determining what they actually did Learn

l-controlled vowel

the vowel letter a followed by the letter l, which causes the vowel sound to be neither long nor short (example: a in call); sometimes called by teachers the "bossy l"

language experience approach (LEA)

an instructional technique in which (1) children share a common experience planned by the teacher, (2) they afterward dictate a story about the experience as the teacher transcribes it, and (3) the story becomes the basis of a word recognition lesson; there are many variations and elaborations of this process

leveled texts

short trade books sequenced by difficulty level and used in small-group instruction, usually in the primary grades

lexical access

the ability to locate a word’s meaning and pronunciation in semantic memory

lexicon

1. all of the words that are meaningful to an individual; 2. that part of semantic memory where such words are stored; 3. all of the words that constitute a particular language at any given time

Listen-Read-Discuss

a remedial content literacy technique in which the teacher presents the entire content of a

reading selection in detail before the students read it; used in cases of limited prior knowledge; students’ reading is greatly facilitated

listening level

the highest readability level at which a child's comprehension is good when a selection is

read aloud by a teacher

List-Group-Label

a vocabulary technique in which (1) children brainstorm all they know about a topic as the teacher lists their input on the board, (2) the children group the words and phrases in

related clusters (with the teacher doing the writing), and (3) they decide on an appropriate

label for each cluster

literal level

that level of reading comprehension at which the reader discerns explicitly stated facts

long vowel

a vowel sound associated with the name of the vowel letter (examples: a in lane, e in lean, I in line, o in lone, u in lute); note that long u imperfectly expresses the letter name of u.

macron

a diacritical mark indicating a long vowel; it resembles a hyphen placed over the vowel

letter

manga [mahn-guh]
a Japanese graphic novel (manga is Japanese for comic book) (cf. graphic novel, anime)

Matthew Effect

a trend in which the gap between the best and worst readers widens over time; based on the statement of the Apostle Matthew that "the rich get richer"

mnemonic strategies

a method of teaching and learning that focuses on remembering a word or fact based on an unusual association (e.g., children are sometimes taught that the word look contains two “eyes” or that the colors of the visible spectrum can be recalled in order by remembering the name, “Roy G. Biv”: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet)

modality

reception of information through one of the five senses; at one time it was thought that if

reading instruction were aligned with a child's stronger modality (visual vs. auditory),

reading progress would be enhanced; research has disproved that claim

modeling

demonstrating how a skill or strategy is properly applied

morpheme
the smallest unit of meaning in a language; the term applies to words (e.g., cat) and to

letters (e.g., -s) so that cats contains two morphemes; a distinction is sometimes made

between free morphemes (those, like cat, that can stand alone) and bound morphemes

(those like -s that have meaning only when attached to a free morpheme)

nonfiction

collectively, any of several prose genres (e.g., essay, biography, textbook) presenting factual information, and/or actual events and persons; nonfiction may have an expository or narrative organization

onset

the consonant or consonant cluster that begins a word (cf. rime)

onset-rime awareness

the understanding that most syllables can be pronounced by rendering them into two parts: (1) the initial consonant or consonant cluster and (2) the vowel and following consonants

partial alphabetic phase

the second phase of the decoding stage of reading development; during this phase, children are able to use limited letter-sound knowledge to pronounce written words, but they are usually unsuccessful; e.g., gem might be read as gum (cf. prealphabetic phase, full alphabetic phase, consolidated alphabetic phase)

phoneme

the smallest recognizable unit of sound in a language; the word cat contains three

phonemes, the two, great four

phoneme categorization

given a set of one-syllable spoken words all but one of which share a phoneme (e.g., pig, pack, put, run), the ability to identify which word in the group does not belong with the others; also known as phoneme identification

phoneme isolation

given a spoken word, the ability to say one phoneme when provided its location (e.g.,  “What is the middle sound of pat?  or “What is the beginning sound of leap?”)

phonemic awareness

cognizance of the phonemes that make up spoken words; this ability is causally related to learning to read (cf. phonological awareness)

phonemics

that branch of phonetics that involves analyzing spoken words on the basis of phonemes

phonetically regular word

a printed word whose pronunciation can be determined on the basis of common, frequently occurring orthographic structures; in reality regularity is a matter of degree – for example, everyone would agree that red is regular because each letter represents a phoneme, because these letter-sound relationships are familiar, and because the pronunciation of red can be approximated by blending these three phonemes; however, the word of is generally thought to be irregular, but only because the phonemes /u/ and /v/ are hardly ever associated with the letters o and f
phonetic cue reading

word reading that is characterized by some knowledge of letter-sound relationships for real words; this knowledge is not yet sufficient to permit the child to pronounce pseudowords (see partial alphabetic phase)

phonics

instruction in reading and spelling that stresses letter-sound relationships

phonogram

a familiar word element used to form a word family; consists of a vowel or vowel

team followed by a consonant or consonant combination (examples: -at, -ight, -ain); same as rime
phonological awareness

cognizance of any of the component speech sounds that make up spoken words; while not directly connected to written language, this ability is a prerequisite for learning phonics; this term includes not only an awareness of phonemes but of larger units as well, like rimes (cf. phonemic awareness)

prealphabetic phase

the first phase of the decoding stage of reading development; during this phase, children have almost no letter-sound knowledge and may use the first letter of a word or environmental clues to guess at the pronunciation (cf. partial alphabetic phase, full alphabetic phase, consolidated alphabetic phase)

predictable book

a book that supports a beginning reader by making it possible to predict many words on the basis of rhyme, repeated phrases and patterns, pictures, etc.

prefix

a letter or letter combination that, when added to the beginning of a word, changes its

meaning

preprimer

a basal reader traditionally designed for use at the beginning of first grade

prevention-based instruction
instruction in which predictive assessments are first used to establish a degree of risk and proactive steps are then taken before the problem becomes hard to manage; such instruction can be contrasted with intervention-based instruction, in which the identification of a major problem precedes instruction designed to address it

primer

a basal reader traditionally designed for use at about the middle of first grade

process writing

writing taught as a sequence of steps, typically including: (1) planning, (2) drafting, (3)

revising, (4) editing, and (5) publishing

progress monitoring assessment

a test that is administered periodically after an intervention has begun in order to determine its impact and whether to modify or discontinue it

prosody

a component of oral reading fluency that is characterized by appropriate, expressive phrasing and intonation; prosody depends on automatic, accurate word recognition but adds another dimension – think of the difference between an auctioneer and an actor

Question-Answer Relationships (QARs)

the connection between a comprehension question and the text it pertains to; the four types involve (1) "right there" (literal questions), (2) "think and search" (inferential questions based on the text), (3) "author and me" (questions requiring reader input), and (4) "on my own" (questions requiring heavy reliance on experience and values);  QARs form the basis of a comprehension instructional technique in which children are taught the four types

r-controlled vowel

a vowel followed by the letter r, which causes the vowel to have a sound that is neither

long nor short (examples: a in car, e in her); sometimes called the "bossy r"

rate

speed of reading, typically expressed as either the number of words per minute (wpm) or the number of words correctly read per minute (wcpm)

readability

the estimated difficulty level of a particular selection, generally expressed as a grade level

readability formula

a method of estimating readability by systematically considering certain factors, such as

word length, sentence length, etc.; most formulas provide a way of arriving at a grade-level estimate
Reading First

a large-scale K-3 federal program through which funded schools apply scientifically based reading instruction, employ literacy coaches, and plan instruction based on periodic screening assessments

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF)

a federally supported program in which books are given to children in the hope of

encouraging reading

reading readiness

the point in a child's development at which formal reading instruction should begin; factors such as intellectual development, emotional maturity, perception, oral language, and others are considered; the questionable idea that an identifiable point of readiness actually occurs has given way to the notion of emergent literacy

Reading Recovery(
a first-grade intervention program designed to accelerate the progress of poor readers

before they fall too far behind; originated in New Zealand

regular word

See phonetically regular word

reliable assessment

a test that tends to produce similar results under similar circumstances; factors that increase reliability include the clarity of directions, the structure of test items, and the length of the test; reliability is a prerequisite to validity (cf. valid assessment)

remedial reader

historically, a child reading substantially below the level expected based on intelligence and opportunity, and requiring intervention; such readers are now more commonly described as “at risk”


response to intervention (RTI)

an approach to identifying learning disabled children by judging whether attempts to address their difficulty through targeted instruction are successful (cf. deficit model)

rhyme awareness

cognizance that two spoken words share the same ending vowel-consonant combination

rime

a phonogram; this spelling distinguishes the concept from the poetic device (examples: in the word cat, the rime is at, in bite the rime is ite) (cf. onset)

root word

a word that has been altered by the addition of one or more affixes

schwa

the vowel sound heard in most unaccented syllables (e.g., the a in alone, the o in

gallon); denoted diacritically by an inverted e 
scope and sequence

a reading skills curriculum organized by the order in which the skills are taught and

reinforced; the organizing rationale behind a basal reading series

screening assessment

a test designed to provide a quick indication of whether a problem exists in a broad area; without more, screening assessments can do little to help with instructional planning (cf. diagnostic assessment)
segmenting

the ability to partition a spoken word into constituent sounds, such as phonemes, syllables, or onset and rime

semantic feature analysis

a vocabulary technique in which words belonging to the same category are organized in

chart form together with features they may have or lack; facilitates comparison and contrast of the category members

semantics

the study of how words express and represent meaning

series books

books that are interconnected in one of several ways: 1. they are arranged in a sequence so that each book picks up where the previous book ends (e.g., Harry Potter, Artemis Fowl); 2. they are not strictly sequenced but share common characters (e.g., Beverly Cleary's books about Ramona, Henry, and Beezus); or 3. they share a common structure, theme, and content (e.g., Goosebumps books)

short vowel

a vowel sound typically heard in consonant-vowel-consonant words (a in pat, e in pet, i in pit, o in pot, u in pub)

sight word

any word that can be pronounced immediately, at sight, without conscious analysis; this term is not synonymous with high-frequency words, although most high-frequency words eventually become sight words; whether a word is a sight word depends on the individual (cf. high-frequency word)

skills

specific proficiencies that are largely independent of a particular context or purpose for reading; skills, like tools, may be more or less relevant to a particular occasion (comprehension skills might include inferring a cause-and-effect relationship or noting an explicitly stated fact) (cf. strategies)

sociocultural

related to social and cultural factors that might influence literacy learning or the application of literacy skills and strategies; for example, instruction based on interaction among students assumes that learning is optimized through social interplay

strategies

proficiencies that involve the application of skills to achieve a particular goal, depending on the context of and purpose for reading (comprehension strategies might include predicting an outcome or generating self-questions to guide thinking) (cf. skills)

structural analysis

breaking a complex word down into units of meaning, such as the root word, prefixes, and suffixes; also called morphemic analysis

suffix

a letter or letter combination that, when added to the end of a word, changes its meaning

Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) 

an activity, originally designed to promote recreational reading, in which children read from materials of their own choosing for specified periods of time, typically without being held accountable;  also called Drop Everything and Read (DEAR)

syllable

a unit of spoken language that consists of a vowel sound and, typically, one or more adjacent consonant sounds

syllable awareness

the understanding that spoken words comprise one or more syllables; this understanding is usually reflected in the ability to segment spoken words into syllables or to identify the original word if a teacher has segmented it

syllable types

categories of syllables based on key features; six basic types include: 1. closed (hammer), 2. open (program), 3. consonant-le (little), 4. vowel team (trainer), 5. r-controlled (spurious), 6. vowel-consonant-e (concrete)

syntax

rules governing the ordering of words in a sentence

systematic instruction

instruction organized in a logical manner to achieve a set of objectives; sequencing may be implied in such an organization but it may depend on a child’s progress, so that systematic instruction may not adhere to a rigid sequence

tachistoscope

a device designed to reveal words or phrases in a systematic manner, usually used to build word recognition speed and to train eye movements; a tachistoscope can be a mechanical device, a paper apparatus, or a computerized display; research suggests that tachistoscopes are more useful for reinforcing sight words than for aiding eye movements and reading rate

tier-two word

any member of approximately 7,000 word families that is not associated with a particular content subject, that is important to academic success, and that a child will typically not encounter in the course of conversation (e.g., fortunate, ridiculous) 

tracking

a grouping system through which children of similar ability are placed in the same

classroom for the entire day; often has the effect of racial segregation

trade book

any children's book, either fiction or nonfiction, not published as a textbook or basal reader

valid assessment

a test that adequately addresses the purpose for which it is administered; validity may concern how a construct, skill, or standard is conceptualized and reflected in the test, how well a test predicts a future outcome, or how well it correlates with another measure given at nearly the same time; validity requires that the test be reliable but reliability in itself is not enough to assure validity (cf. reliable assessment)
vocabulary

in general, word knowledge; however, the term vocabulary is often preceded by a qualifier that limits its scope usefully (e.g., meaning vocabulary, sight vocabulary, listening vocabulary)

vowel team

two or more vowel letters appearing together in a word and representing a single vowel sound (also called a vowel combination)

whole language

a theory of literacy instruction holding that the goal of proficient reading is best attained (1) by embedding skill instruction in meaningful reading and writing and (2) by first exploring a complete, authentic text with children and then examining its parts; teachable moments in meaningful contexts are preferred to systematic skill instruction

word caller

informally, a child who reads aloud with good accuracy and fluency but with poor comprehension; the extreme form of this condition was once known as hyperlexia

word family

a set of words sharing the same orthographic feature; most commonly, word families

consist of rhyming words (e.g., cat, bat, mat), but they can also be based on the same

onset (e.g., cat, cab, can)

word recognition
the composite set of abilities by which a reader associates printed words with their spoken equivalents; these abilities include phoneme-grapheme relationships (phonics), sight words, knowledge of affixes, and recognition of compounds and contractions

word wall

a list of key words prominently displayed in a classroom; word walls might involve high-frequency words, word families, closely related content area terms, etc.

workbook

a set of exercises designed to reinforce specific reading skills; usually accompanying a

basal series and coordinated with the readings
